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Love Letter



Gallatin County

Love INC at Work
1st Quarter 2012
Ministry Outcomes

During the first quarter of 2012, Love INC’s church partners met the
needs of 1,014 adults and 893 children! Members of our partner churches
work in the Love INC ministry office answering calls for help. Our staff
matches neighbors in need with other church volunteers who directly serve
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where your efforts will truly make a difference in the lives of people right here in Gallatin County!
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Would you like to know you’ve made a difference – a real difference – in God’s Kingdom?
“Dear Love INC, I just wanted to say thank you for the help that you offer. Every time I call, the people on the
phone are so nice and wonderful. It is nice to be greeted in such a loving and supportive way when calling for help.
Asking for help is not an easy thing to do, but the care that comes over the phone is supportive and not degrading.
It makes me look forward to getting back on my feet and being able to give the love and support to others that you
have done for me. Thank you once again!” – a Love INC client

Our mission is to mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities
In the Name of Christ.

3rd Annual
Veteran Stand Down
On June 16, Love INC participated
in the 3rd Annual Veteran Stand
Down. Many organizations and
businesses came together to offer
free services to veterans and their
families, including haircuts, lunch,
boots, blood pressure readings,
clothing, counseling and benefit
information, and job search and
resume assistance.
Love INC board members served
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., meeting and
talking to veterans, passing out Love
INC brochures and providing
personal care gift bags to those who
needed them
The personal care packages were
prepared at Love INC’s offices by
volunteers from Highgate Senior
Living. Items in the care packages
were graciously donated by the
many caring Christians and
supporters of Love INC.

C h a n g e Yo u r L i f e C o u r s e s
Love INC’s Change Your Life
program continues to empower
people through mentoring and
educational courses designed to
support those who want to
become more self-sufficient. We
recently wrapped up a seven-week
course called “Love in the
Kitchen,” which focused on
planning and cooking healthy,
affordable meals. Students
experimented with new recipes
with their cooking mentors and learned how to eat better while saving
time and money.
“This class has helped me more than I can express,” one student wrote
to Love INC. “I feel like I really know how to cook! Planning meals has
added a lot of peace in our home.”
Mentors were similarly uplifted by the cooking course. “I was
challenged and blessed by the experience,” a mentor wrote.

Preview of Upcoming Courses …
Becoming an Empowered Person, Sept. 11 – Nov. 6
Empowered people have good self-esteem, are internally motivated,
understand failure and understand how to recover from it. How would you
like to be in control of YOUR life? This class, for ages 18 and up, is packed
with tools that will transform lives and relationships. Each student needs a
personal Christian mentor to support and help guide him or her on this
journey to transforming his or her life. Contact us ASAP, if you can be a
needed friend for a student. Application deadline for students is Aug. 21.

Contact Info
Mailing Address: PO Box 7117
Bozeman, MT 59771
Business Ph: 406-587-6395
FAX: 406-585-3378
Client Help Line: 406.587.3008
Website: www.loveincgc.org
Blog: loveincgc.blogspot.com
Find us on Facebook!
Printing provided by Speedy Print!

Finding Financial Freedom, Sept. 25 – Dec. 4
This course digs deep – practically and personally helping students learn to
manage their money well and apply what they learn to their lives, moving
them toward financial freedom. Participants are paired with a personal
Money Coach to help them understand the lessons and hold them
accountable. Childcare provided. Registration and interview required
before Sept. 4. Coaches needed! Don’t wait, course fills fast!
*Classes meet weekly on Tuesdays, 6:30–8:30 p.m. in Bozeman. For more
information, contact Dawn at 587-6395 from 10–2 p.m.
Volunteer! To support the participants of a program that’s changing lives,
we need a strong volunteer base. Our program requires 20+ volunteers
per course to help with everything from transportation to childcare.
Become part of God’s love and healing work! Call today!

Plant the Seed’s 2012 Harvest
Our 17th Annual Plant the Seed Dinner on May 8th was a huge success, with 634
attendees and an evening offering of $30,267, our largest to date! Total proceeds
were $60,442. We were blessed with 36 business sponsors and 22 churches that
provided theme packages for our silent auction, which raised $12,860. Next year’s
Plant the Seed Dinner will be May 7.
We emphatically thank our sponsors for helping to underwrite the evening’s
expenses and our partner churches for assembling the creative theme packages.

PLATINUM SPONSORS ($1,000 donation)
BARNARD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.
CHURCHILL EQUIPMENT
DANHOF CHEVROLET
SCHUTTER SEED FARM, INC.
JIM PAFFHAUSEN, STATE FARM INSURANCE

GOLD SPONSORS ($500 donation)
Dokken-Nelson Funeral Service
The Bozeman Clinic
J & H Office Equipment
Manhattan Bank
SILVER SPONSORS ($250 donation)
American Federal Savings Bank
Billion Auto Group
Bozeman Deaconess Health Services
Cashman Nursery & Landscaping
Chuck Griffith, Waddell & Reed
MacSource
Madison Engineering
VP Builders
Yellowstone Club
Bronze Sponsors ($100 donation)
Advanced Eyecare Associates
Alpha Graphics (Color World Printers)
Belgrade Sales & Services
Career Concepts Staffing Services
D & R Coffee
Dahl Funeral Chapel
Express Personnel Services
Hardaway Veterinarian Hospital
Klaas Tuininga Insurance Agency
Law Office of Andrew J. Breuner
Neil & Company CPAs P.C.
RE/MAX Realty Group, Marty & Barb Bakken
Simpson Honda
The Brandt Group
Van Dyken Trucking & Excavating

Gift for Pastor’s Drawing
Ferraro’s Fine Italian Restaurant
Churches’ Theme Packages
Belgrade Alliance Church
Belgrade Community Church
Bethel Christian Reformed Church
Bozeman Christian Reformed Church
Bozeman Seventh Day Adventist Church
Bozeman United Methodist Church
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Christian Center
Evangelical Free Church
First Lutheran Church
First Presbyterian Church
Gallatin Gateway Community Church
Gallatin Valley Christian Church
Grace Bible Church
Imagine Church
Journey Church
Manhattan Presbyterian Church
Mt. Ellis Seventh Day Adventist Church
Springhill Presbyterian Church
St. Anthony Orthodox Church
St. James Episcopal Church
West Yellowstone Community Protestant Church

What’s Happening?


In April, Carrie Chestnut (Journey Church) joined
Love INC’s board. Her term runs January 2012 to
December 2014. Welcome, Carrie!



On March 27, about a dozen local pastors from
partner churches toured Love INC’s Gap
ministries (Linen Closet, Personal Care Pantry,
and Clothes Closet). Breakfast was provided by
volunteers from several churches and was
served by volunteers of the Bozeman Christian
Reformed Church in their fellowship hall.



Three pastors from Dillon also toured Love INC’s
Gap ministries this spring with the goal of
building a Love INC ministry in their community.



Residents in Whitefish, Columbia Falls,
Livingston, Lewiston and Helena have also
expressed interest in establishing Love INC
ministries in their communities. If you have
friends or family in those areas, please
encourage them to get involved. For more
information, contact Nancy at 587-6395.



Love INC’s annual board/staff planning retreat
took place on June 1 and 2. Board members
worked on updating Love INC’s vision statement
while staff revamped the call-handling process
to be more effective and better aligned with
Love INC’s mission. Many thanks to Carol
Shellenberger (First Presbyterian) for facilitating
the planning workshop!



The June 8 pizza sales by Schnee’s raised $475!
When customers bought $2 slices of Cosmic
Pizza at Schnee’s Grand Opening Party, 100% of
the proceeds went to Love INC.

Upcoming Events …


Don’t miss our Volunteer Appreciation Picnic on
Thursday, Aug. 30 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Christ the
King Lutheran Church! Love INC staffers serve
the entrée – usually something tasty on the grill
– while volunteers bring a salad or dessert.
Come and enjoy some fellowship and say “thank
you” to the many volunteers who are the hands
and feet of Love INC!



Love INC’s annual business meeting will be held
in October, date to be determined.



We strongly encourage our partner churches to
hold a Love INC presentation this fall, if they
haven’t yet this year. Congregations are given
the opportunity to offer their talents (to be “on
call” to meet a specific need) or to serve in the
office or through the Change Your Life ministry.
Love INC is low on helpers right now, and
Christ’s servants are deeply needed!

Your used (but reliable!) vehicles to give to
graduates of our Change Your Life program.
Did you know you can get a tax write-off
for your donation? Call Jim at 587-6395.

Bid-at-Home Auction Results
Love INC’s Bid-at-Home Auction in June raised
$2,465! We owe a huge thank-you to all the businesses
that donated items: Apex Group Inc., Best Western Plus
Gran Tree Inn, Bozeman Angler, Bozeman Printing Co.,
Bozeman TV, Furniture & Appliance, Bridger Creek Golf
Course, Bearing the Light, Hands On Silk Screening,
Matt’s Saw Shop, Montana Travel Inc., Plume Bridal,
Schnee’s, Sue Spinelli Fine Art & Creative Writing, The
Garage Soup Shack & Mesquite Grill, VP Builder and
WayFare.
Thanks also to Sharron Dunn, Larry Hawkins, Don
Heyden, Erika Grinder and the two anonymous donors
who contributed items to the Bid-at-Home auction. We
are blessed by your support and generosity!

Meet a Love INC Servant!
Iris Gray has been volunteering at the Love
INC offices since February 2010. For four hours
each Tuesday, she tackles whatever task is
needed, whether it’s watering plants, sweeping,
taking out the trash, organizing files, copying
documents, working on mail or processing items
for the Personal Care Pantry.
“I really believe in what Love INC stands for
and want to be a part of it,” says Iris. “People
who work here are so devoted to the cause, and
I’m really proud to be a part of it.”
Originally from Illinois, Iris moved to Bozeman
in the 1960’s with her husband, son and
daughter. Her background as a high school
English teacher led to a career administering tests
at MSU.
She also volunteered for 16 years as a docent at the Museum of the Rockies. Iris
first heard about Love INC through a personal friendship with one of the staffers.
She decided to volunteer and says the experience has transformed her.
“The best part of volunteering here is what it’s done for me,” she says.
She credits volunteering for helping to reaffirm her faith, allowing her to make
new friends, and helping to ease her grief after her husband passed away.
Iris, who turns 87 in September, says the volunteer work has become a fixed part
of her life.
“I’ll keep doing this as long as I can walk.”
“Dear Love INC, I can’t express my gratitude enough. All I can do is be the
best I can be for God, my son, and everyone I love (that’s you, guys!), and
keep going forward and getting closer to God. Yay! THANK YOU, LOVE INC!”
– a Love INC client

New Gift Ministry
Each month, up to
four children receive
personalized birthday
gifts from “Gramma,” a
volunteer who
contacted Love INC
with her vision for a new
birthday gift ministry.
The resulting ministry
demonstrates the love
of Christ for kids. Love
INC provides the names
and birthdays of clients’
children, and Gramma
buys and lovingly wraps
birthday gifts for them,
which other volunteers
from a partner church
deliver.
“Thank you for the
birthday presents you
sent me,” a recent
recipient wrote in a
thank-you card to
Gramma. “They were
great!”

You can help transform the lives of people in need!
I want to pray for Love INC and the people being served; add me to the prayer chain (email needed, complete below).
I want to support this ministry! Enclosed is a gift of $______ .
I might like to volunteer. Please send me information.

Mail to:

Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________

Gallatin County Love INC
PO Box 7117
Bozeman, MT 59771

City: ________________________________ State: ______ Zip: _____________
Phone: ______________________________ Cell Ph: ________________________

Business line: 406.587.6395
FAX line:
406.585.3378

Email: ______________________________________________________________
Church Affiliation: _____________________________________________________
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LOOK WHAT A DIFFERENCE YOU CAN
MAKE IN TWO HOURS PER WEEK!


Start Love INC’s help – listen to calls for help on
the phone



Make appointments for volunteers to serve



Be a friend to a Change Your Life student



Answer phones (receptionist)



Work at the Clothes Closet



Work at the Personal Care Pantry



Enter client info on the computer

Put your faith into action with just 2 hours per week.
Call 587-6395 or email loveincoffice@yahoo.com
today!

Aug. 30 – Love INC Volunteer Appreciation Picnic,
6 p.m. at Christ the King Lutheran Church (4383
Durston Rd). Come for fun and informal fellowship!

Keep current! Take a peek at your church’s Love INC
ministry! Learn about ways to help – easy ways or ways
that will stretch your faith. Go to our blog & subscribe!
http://loveincgc.blogspot.com

Find us on Facebook!
Be our Friend at “GallatinCounty LoveINC” or
Like Us at “Gallatin County Love INC.”

