February 2015

BURDEN BEARERS
Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2

We are all seeking ways to co-exist in peace and harmony. It is a longing instilled in
us by our Creator. We hope for a better future and strive for a time when there is
perfect understanding. I am grateful, there will be a time when the lion lays down
with the lamb. However, the distance between longing for peace and the actuality of
life is often painful.
At Love INC we hear from neighbors, in all walks of life, all equally discontent with
the divide between the peace they want and reality. It is in this discontented space,
we at Love INC, have the opportunity to reach into a neighbor’s life and offer to
carry a burden or two.

Christina Hawkins, Director

Burdens, by definition, are negative emotional, physical, or material circumstances that are outside of an individual’s control, making a normal load (which are an individual’s daily life responsibilities) unbearable. While
each person should carry their own load, as Christians we are challenged to bear burdens.
The Love INC Partner Church Network wrestles daily with discerning what it looks like to bear the burdens of
our neighbors in need. It often looks like: helping with conflict resolution or reducing financial burdens by
providing personal care products or listening and praying with clients.
Here is a note we received recently from a neighbor in need.
Dear Love INC & all the amazing people that comprise it,
Taking the Finding Financial Freedom course has truly been one of the most life changing events in my life.
I am very grateful to the person who told me about it and all the people I have met during the course that
helped provide support and education. This has helped me figure out which debt to knock out first. Thank
you! Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you to all the Love INC burden bearers. You are making a difference.

PLANT THE SEED: May 5, 2015
Mark your calendars! This year’s Plant the Seed dinner and silent auction is going to
be fantastic.
We are excited to announce that Ken Sande, of Billings, has graciously agreed to be
our keynote speaker. Ken has dedicated the past 30 years of his life to teaching others how to preserve and transform relationships through the gospel. He has done this
through the nationally recognized, Peacemaker Ministries (conflict resolution) and
Relation Wisdom 360 (developing positive relational skills).
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LUNCH WITH LOVE: Poverty in Montana
Each and every day, Love INC volunteers and Partner Churches have the opportunity to love members of
our community who are spiritually, emotionally, physically, or financially in need. By participating in this work,
we have the opportunity to live out “Loving God and Loving Neighbor”.
On Thursday, February 26 join us at LUNCH WITH LOVE for food, fellowship, and the opportunity to hear
from Christina Hawkins, Love INC’s Executive Director, as she discusses Poverty in Montana. You’ll learn
some hard stats about the financial burdens being carried by Montanans and effective ways for you to help
carry those burdens.
LOCATION: Story Mansion
DATE: Thursday, February 26
TIME: 11:30 am - 1:30 pm (open house)
PRESENTATION TIMES: 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm (25min each)

RESOLVING EVERYDAY CONFLICT
Tuesdays starting February 24 from 6:30-8:30pm
A nine-week study that unpacks the truth about conflict and relationships.
You will acquire powerful and practical tools as you learn about topics
such as when to overlook an offense, the root cause of conflict, what forgiveness really means, how to deal with difficult people, and much more!
This course is designed to help you learn how to have healthy conflict,
and ultimately how to develop healthy relationships in your life.
Find out how to get involved, call Jane at 587-6395.
Deadline to register is February 18.

BUSINESS SPONSORED EVENT: HOLY YOGA CLASS
Renew Yoga & Massage is donating all the proceeds from its Holy Yoga class held on February 28 at
10:30am to Love INC. The class costs just $10 and will be held at 438 E. Mendenhall, Suite 2, Bozeman.
For additional information contact Lisa Souba of Renew Yoga and Massage at 406-600-7267.

FINDING FINANCIAL FREEDOM
Tuesdays starting February 24 from 6:30-8:30pm
In this thorough ten-week course learn how to improve your finances. You will gain practical knowledge and skills concerning
your finances, including learning how to pay off debt, make a
budget, save and invest wisely, improve your credit score, and
much more!
This course is aimed at helping you manage your finances while
moving you toward financial freedom.
Contact Jane at 587-6395 by February 18 to register. (Space is
Limited)
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OVERWHELMED WITH GRATITUDE: You Moved Love INC!
Thanks to over 90 volunteers and God’s graciousness to Love INC, we are now in our new building at 141
Discovery Drive!
A lot of effort went into getting us to where we are today. 430 hours of effort to be exact!
The moving preparation began in the month of December when an amazing volunteer stepped forward and
offered to patch all the walls in our new building. He then sanded and spot painted. Another volunteer spent
an afternoon replacing ballasts, florescent lamps, and fire alarm batteries throughout the building.
Then during the week of January 5-9 volunteers moved eight trailer loads of desks, filing cabinets, office supplies, chairs, computers, shampoo, diapers, etc. The task of moving was not easy. Each day had its own
unique challenges but each snag was met with creativity and a smile. God’s people are amazing!
Since the move, more volunteers have been working hard at our new building doing light construction, unpacking boxes, reconfiguring cubicles for the Help Center, and hauling out furniture that is no longer needed.
We cannot adequately describe our gratitude. Here at Love INC we talk a lot about being the “hands and
feet” of Christ. This past month, we have been the benefactors of many “hands and feet” of Christ. Thank you
for your help and love.

PARTNER CHURCH SPOTLIGHT: Laundry Love
Trinity Church, a Love INC Partner church, serves Love INC clients and the greater community with a ministry called Laundry Love. Church volunteers meet with neighbors in need one Saturday morning a month to
do laundry together at the Suds 'n Duds off of South 23rd Street. When the last of the laundry is folded everyone sits back, eats lunch, and chats. While this is not a complex or grandiose task, it proves a simple and
effective way to reach out and meet people where they have need. Showing the love and generosity of
Christ, by helping neighbors in need, can take all forms, and this ministry is just one great example.

THRIVENT FINANCIAL: Bouquets of Blessing
During the month of September, Thrivent Financial inquired about taking on a team project. A staff member
suggested they make “Bouquets of Blessing” to be distributed to Love INC Partner Churches. The group
loved the idea and started on it right away. In December, a Thrivent representative dropped off a car load of
beautiful bouquets comprised of stick flowers with paper blossoms. Each flower has a Personal Care Pantry
item written on it: shampoo, toothpaste, diapers, laundry soap, etc. “Bouquets of Blessing” will be made
available to any partner church wishing to participate.

HELPING YOU CARRY BURDENS: Fulfilling the Law of Christ
We take fulfilling the law of Christ through burden bearing seriously. Therefore, the Love INC staff spends a
lot of time praying and talking about how to match volunteers with neighbors in need.
For example, during a recent volunteer interview with a woman, she mentioned she was very interested in
establishing relationships. As the conversation progressed, it became clear she especially loved working with
both children and the elderly. After the interview we reviewed our list of neighbors in need and a match became apparent. An elderly client, who was disabled and often restricted to home, needed help with a project,
as well as, companionship.
The volunteer was able to use her God given gifts and talents to come alongside the elderly client and help in
their time of need.
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR LOVE INC STAFF
CLEARINGHOUSE COORDINATOR: helpcenter@loveincgc.org
Shana joins us from ministering for many years with college students as a campus director for Cru at Montana State. She and her husband Tyler spent a time ministering in
missional mobilization, discipling adults in the local church and helping people get
around a specific mission in their community. A surprise twist took them to California
but with their hearts in Montana, they were quick to come home. Shana serves in our
Clearinghouse - Help Center which connects our volunteers with the people who need
our help in Gallatin County.

CHURCH ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR: churchengagement@loveincgc.org
Celia has worked in the Love INC Help Center coordinating services between clients
and volunteers for the last eight years and feels blessed to have worked in the heart of
the ministry. With this experience, she will be moving into the area of Church Engagement and will bring with her the same passion for connecting the Body of Christ with
neighbors in need.

CHANGE YOUR LIFE COORDINATOR: changeyourlife@loveincgc.org
Jane, a mother of six teenagers and young adults, figures doing things like coordinating children’s appointments, rides, and school activities; has prepared her for her new
role as Change Your Life Coordinator. Jane has been a Love INC office volunteer for
the past 3 years. She enjoys working with the staff and being just a small part of the
work Love INC is doing in the Gallatin County. Jane is eager to become more personally involved with those who need the services of Love INC and to share with them
“Love In the Name of Christ”.

FACILITATOR: facilitator@loveincgc.org
Hannah joins Love INC as one of our newest staff members. She joins the team as a
new facilitator, helping out wherever help is needed! A Montana native, Hannah moved
to Bozeman five years ago to attend Montana State University. In 2013, she graduated
with a Bachelor's degree in both psychology and sociology. After graduation, she participated in overseas missions in Kenya. Currently, she splits her time between Love
INC and Youth Dynamics, where she works as a Family Support Assistant. She is very
excited to be a part of the team here at Love INC, and cannot wait to see how God will
use and grow her in this new position.
DONATION OPPORTUNITIES:

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:



Meat (professionally processed)



Good Listeners



Laptops (5 years or newer)



Furniture Pick-up and Delivery Volunteers



Rocking Chairs (for mothers-to-be)



Office Workers



$ for Prescriptions



Office Workers (proficient in Mircosoft Office)



Twin Mattresses



Budget Mentors



Washer/Dryer
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OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE: 141 Discovery Drive, Bozeman
The new Love INC building is located on the south side of Bozeman off of 19th Street and Stucky Road.
Our building is south facing with beautiful views of the surrounding mountains. If you (or someone you know)
are looking for office space, we currently have individual or multiple suites available.

Interested? Contact Aspen Property Management at 406-587-3261.
NEW BUILDING FAQ
Are you renting or did you buy?
Our 101 East Oak Street building was sold to a developer in 2014, our costs started skyrocketing. In response, the Love INC Board looked into affordable and appropriate options. We wanted to find a space on
one level for the safety of the staff and volunteers, as we have had a few falls on the stairs recently.
We were able to purchase the building thanks in large part to a generous donor who contributed approximately half the value of the building. We will only occupy a little over a quarter of the building, and rent out
the rest to lower our office budget. In addition, we never have to worry about moving again or the rising cost
of rent.

What kind of tenants will you rent to?
The Love INC board is looking to find long term tenants through personal connections. Please send anyone
you think would be interested our way. The board will be handling the approval of tenants individually.

When can I see the building? Are you going to have an open house?
We hope to have an open house in the near future but want to settle in first.

Will being a building owner and landlord detract from the mission of Love INC?
Love INC board is sharing the initial workload, and is working with a property management company to make
sure that doesn’t happen. We will not be in the business of managing the property but serving people in
need.

Are you going to have a capital campaign? I want to make sure my money is going to people
in need not the building.
Love INC is not currently planning on having a capital campaign as our tenants will help cover the mortgage
costs. Our goal is to be faithful stewards of the resources entrusted to us by our donors. Love INC is a solid
investment you can count on us multiplying your financial gift when given back in goods and services to Gallatin County.
Love INC is growing rapidly and struggling to meet the increased demands in the community. We need increased donations and volunteers now more than ever! Currently appointments for our services are full and
in most cases have waiting lists.
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